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INTRODUCTION


After dealing with appropriate and inappropriate relationships, Jesus discussed faulty religious practices. Then, He begins to discuss personal attitudes or values: where to store things you value (6:19-24), what to value (6:25-34), and evaluation of self and others (7:1-6). Finally, He explains what God values and what God does with those who do not value Him as they should. Let us see what He has to say to people—both then and now.

I.
THE TWO CHOICES (vv. 13-14)
1.
We must choose to enter the narrow gate.

(1)
The narrow gate opens up to a narrow road that leads to life.

(2)
The narrow gate is found by only a few.

The narrow gate is Jesus Christ. Only through trusting in Him can we enter into everlasting life—i.e., heaven. Since it is a narrow and small gate, it is difficult to find. Many will never look for it; some will seek it but never find it.
2. We are unaware when we enter the wide gate.

(1)
The wide gate opens up to a wide road that leads to destruction.

(2)
The wide gate is entered by many.

The wide gate is so wide that people are unaware they have entered it. They did not need to search for it in order to find it. What they need to realize is that they are already on the road leading to destruction. It takes the convicting work of the Holy Spirit to show them they are on this wide road. Many people are on this road but think they are on the narrow way that leads to life. The most common cause for this misunderstanding is false prophets.
II.
THE FALSE PROPHETS (vv. 15-23)

1. False prophets are like wolves in sheep’s clothing.

(1)
Although they pretend to be prophets, they can be identified by their fruit.

(2)
As bad trees cannot produce good fruit, so false prophets cannot produce good disciples.

False prophets seek to glorify themselves instead of glorifying Jesus Christ. They also seek financial gain rather than Godly disciples. Their emphasis is upon the sensual rather than the spiritual. They do not protect, but rather devour those who would be disciples of the Lord Jesus.
2. False prophets and their disciples will be separated from God (v. 23) and thrown into the fire (v. 19).
(1)
Their knowing about Jesus does not mean that Jesus knows them.

(2)
You must do God’s will, not just talk about Jesus.

Being a citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven requires a faith that goes beyond mere words. It requires a personal relationship, not an impersonal knowledge. People must value God in the right way, His way, through His Son.
CONCLUSION


In His sermon, Jesus has discussed false relationships, false understanding of the Scriptures, false values, and false prophets. He has declared what is true and what has value. He warns of the danger of being careless in what we hear and what we do. He encourages us to be alert because of the evil one and his followers. I urge you to stay close to Jesus!
“Thou my everlasting portion, More than friend or life to me;

All along my pilgrim journey, Savior, let me walk with Thee.

Close to Thee, close to Thee, Close to Thee, close to Thee;

All along my pilgrim journey, Savior, let me walk with Thee.”
